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RESOLUTION: Impeaching Donald J. Trump, President of the 
United States, for high crimes and misdemeanors 
 

RESOLVED, That Donald J. Trump, President of the United States, is impeached for high crimes and 

misdemeanors, and that the following articles of impeachment to be exhibited to the Senate: 

Articles of impeachment exhibited by the House of Representatives of the United States of America in 

the name of itself and of the people of the United States of America, against Donald J. Trump, President 

of the United States of America, in maintenance and support of its impeachment against him for high 

crimes and misdemeanors. 

Article 1: Perjury 
In his conduct while President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, in violation of his constitutional 

oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, 

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional 

duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, submitted false testimony under oath, and has 

willfully corrupted and manipulated the judicial process of the United States for his personal gain and 

exoneration, and has impeded the administration of justice, in that: 

 On November 20, 2018, Donald J. Trump submitted written responses through his personal 

counsel to questions pertaining to the Special Counsel Investigation into Russian Interference in 

the 2016 Presidential Election submitted to him by the Special Counsel’s Office; in which, Donald 

J. Trump swore to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth; but, contrary to that 

oath, Donald J. Trump willfully provided written answers which the SCO Report deemed 

“incomplete or imprecise.”  

 Noting the “inadequacy of the written format,” the Special Counsel’s Office “requested an in-

person interview,” to which “the President declined.” 

 Special Counsel Robert Mueller affirmed in testimony before the House Intelligence Committee 

on July 24, 2019 that Donald J. Trump’s written responses were generally “not only inadequate 

and incomplete” and that “his answers showed that he wasn't always being truthful” as many 

answers contradicted other evidence obtained during the investigation concerning (1) his 

business interests in Russia and (2) his corrupt efforts to influence the testimony of witnesses 

and to impede the discovery of evidence in that investigation. 

In doing this, Donald J. Trump has undermined the integrity of his office, has brought disrepute on the 

Presidency, has betrayed his trust as President and has acted in a manner subversive of the rule of law 

and justice, to the manifest injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment and trial, and removal from office 

and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States. 



2 
 

Article 2: Obstruction of Justice 
In his conduct while President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, in violation of his constitutional 

oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, 

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional 

duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has prevented, obstructed and impeded the 

administration of justice, and has to that end engaged personally, and through his subordinates and 

agents, in a course of conduct or scheme designed to delay, impede, cover up and conceal the existence 

of evidence and testimony related to his involvement in the Special Counsel investigation into the 

Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election, a duly-instituted judicial proceeding; to obstruct 

that investigation; to cover up, conceal and protect those responsible; and to conceal the existence and 

scope of other unlawful covert activities. 

The means used to implement this course of conduct included one or more of the following: 

 making false or misleading statements to lawfully authorized investigative officers and 

employees of the United States; 

 withholding relevant and material evidence or information from lawfully authorized 

investigative officers and employees of the United States; 

 interfering or endeavoring to interfere with the conduct of investigations by the Department of 

Justice of the United States, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Special Counsel’s Office, 

and Congressional Committees; 

 endeavoring to misuse the Central Intelligence Agency, an agency of the United States; 

 endeavoring to misuse the Department of Justice, a department of the United States; 

 making or causing to be made false or misleading public statements for the purpose of deceiving 

the people of the United States into believing that the investigation conducted with respect to 

allegations of misconduct on the part of personnel of the executive branch of the United States 

and personnel of the Trump campaign exonerated him from criminal wrongdoing: or 

 endeavoring to cause prospective defendants, and individuals duly tried and convicted, to 

expect favored treatment and consideration in return for their silence or false testimony, or 

rewarding individuals for their silence or false testimony. 

Special Counsel Robert Mueller affirmed in testimony before the House Judiciary and Intelligence 

Committees on July 24, 2019 that the Special Counsel’s Office collected sufficient evidence for the three 

elements of obstruction of justice committed multiple instances by Donald J. Trump. Six such instances 

articulated in the Special Counsel’s Report are as follows: 

1. Donald J. Trump corruptly attempted to obstruct justice by ordering the Director of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation to curtail its investigation of Michael T. Flynn, his former National 

Security Advisor, as stated in the Special Counsel’s Report: 

a. “On January 27, the day after the President was told that Flynn had lied to the Vice 

President and had made similar statements to the FBI, the President invited FBI Director 

Comey to a private dinner at the White House and told Comey that he needed loyalty. 

On February 14, the day after the President requested Flynn's resignation, the President 

told an outside advisor, ‘Now that we fired Flynn, the Russia thing is over’ ...Later that 

afternoon, the President cleared the Oval Office to have a one-on-one meeting with 
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Comey. Referring to the FBI's investigation of Flynn, the President said, ‘I hope you can 

see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can 

let this go.’ Shortly after requesting Flynn's resignation and speaking privately to Comey, 

the President sought to have Deputy National Security Advisor K.T. McFarland draft an 

internal letter stating that the President had not directed Flynn to discuss sanctions with 

Kislyak.” [Vol. 2., p. 3] 

2. Donald J. Trump corruptly attempted to obstruct justice by ordering cabinet members and 

White House staff to curtail the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Russia Investigation, as stated 

in the Special Counsel’s Report: 

a. “In early March 2017, the President told White House Counsel Donald McGahn to stop 

Sessions from recusing. And after Sessions announced his recusal on March 2, the 

President expressed anger at the decision and told advisors that he should have an 

Attorney General who would protect him. That weekend, the President took Sessions 

aside at an event and urged him to ‘unrecuse.’” [Vol. 2, p. 3] 

b. “[T]he President reached out to the Director of National Intelligence and the leaders of 

the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA) to ask 

them what they could do to publicly dispel the suggestion that the President had any 

connection to the Russian election-interference effort. The President also twice called 

Comey directly, notwithstanding guidance from McGahn to avoid direct contacts with 

the Department of Justice. Comey had previously assured the President that the FBI was 

not investigating him personally, and the President asked Comey to ‘lift the cloud’ of the 

Russia investigation by saying that publicly.” [Vol. 2, p. 4] 

3. Donald J. Trump corruptly attempted to obstruct justice by ordering White House Counsel to 

dismiss the Special Counsel, as stated in the Special Counsel’s Report: 

a. On June 14, 2017, the press reported that the President was being personally 

investigated for obstruction of justice and the President responded with a series of 

tweets criticizing the Special Counsel's investigation. That weekend, the President called 

McGahn and directed him to have the Special Counsel removed because of asserted 

conflicts of interest.” [Vol. 2, pp. 77-78] 

4. Donald J. Trump corruptly attempted to obstruct justice by ordering his associates and the 

Attorney General to curtail the Special Counsel’s Russia Investigation, as stated in the Special 

Counsel’s Report: 

a. “Two days after directing McGahn to have the Special Counsel removed, the President 

made another attempt to affect the course of the Russia investigation. On June 19, 

2017, the President met one-on-one in the Oval Office with his former campaign 

manager Corey Lewandowski, a trusted advisor outside the government, and dictated a 

message for Lewandowski to deliver to Sessions. The message said that Sessions should 

publicly announce that, notwithstanding his recusal from the Russia investigation, the 

investigation was "very unfair" to the President, the President had done nothing wrong, 

and Sessions planned to meet with the Special Counsel and ‘let [him] move forward with 

investigating election meddling for future elections.’” [Vol. 2, p. 5] 

b. “One month later, in another private meeting with Lewandowski on July 19, 2017, the 

President asked about the status of his message for Sessions to limit the Special Counsel 

investigation to future election interference...Hours after that meeting, the President 
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publicly criticized Sessions in an interview with the New York Times, and then issued a 

series of tweets making it clear that Sessions's job was in jeopardy.” [Vol. 2, p. 5] 

5. Donald J. Trump corruptly attempted to obstruct justice by ordering his White House Counsel to 

deny his attempt to dismiss the Special Counsel, as stated in the Special Counsel’s Report: 

a. “In early 2018, the press reported that the President had directed McGahn to have the 

Special Counsel removed in June 2017 and that McGahn had threatened to resign rather 

than carry out the order. The President reacted to the news stories by directing White 

House officials to tell McGahn to dispute the story and create a record stating he had 

not been ordered to have the Special Counsel removed. McGahn told those officials that 

the media reports were accurate...The President then met with McGahn in the Oval 

Office and again pressured him to deny the reports. In the same meeting, the President 

also asked McGahn why he had told the Special Counsel about the President's effort to 

remove the Special Counsel and why McGahn took notes of his conversations with the 

President.” [Vol. 2, p. 5-6] 

6. Donald J. Trump corruptly encouraged witnesses in the Special Counsel investigation to give 

perjurious, false, and/or misleading testimonies if and when called to testify personally in that 

proceeding, as stated in the Special Counsel’s Report: 

a. “During Manafort's prosecution and when the jury in his criminal trial was deliberating, 

the President praised Manafort in public, said that Manafort was being treated unfairly, 

and declined to rule out a pardon. After Manafort was convicted, the President called 

Manafort ‘a brave man’ for refusing to ‘break’ and said that ‘flipping’ ‘almost ought to 

be outlawed.’” [Vol. 2, p. 6] 

b. “The President's conduct towards Michael Cohen, a former Trump Organization 

executive, changed from praise for Cohen when he falsely minimized the President's 

involvement in the Trump Tower Moscow project, to castigation of Cohen when he 

became a cooperating witness.” [Vol. 2, p. 6] 

c. “[A]fter Cohen began cooperating with the government in the summer of 2018, the 

President publicly criticized him, called him a ‘rat,’ and suggested that his family 

members had committed crimes.” [Vol. 2, p. 6] 

Special Counsel Robert Mueller further affirmed in testimony before the House Judiciary and 

Intelligence Committees on July 24, 2019 that: 

 The SCO could not charge Donald J. Trump for these crimes – or any crimes – due to current 

Office of Legal Counsel guidelines prohibiting the indictment of a sitting president. 

 Donald J. Trump could be indicted for obstruction of justice when he leaves office. 

 Contrary to his claims and Attorney General William Barr’s claims regarding the contents of the 

“Report on the Investigation into Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election,” the 

Special Counsel did not exonerate Donald J. Trump of criminal activity. 

In truth and in fact, the Special Counsel states in its Report that it “determined not to apply an approach 

that could potentially result in judgment that the President committed crimes,” [Vol. 2, p. 6], citing both 

the Justice Manual and the OLC Memorandum dated October 16, 2000 (title: A Sitting President’s 

Amenability to Indictment and Criminal Prosecution), which forbids the “indictment or criminal 

prosecution of a sitting President” as its reasoning for doing so, as any prosecution of the President’s 
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criminal behavior – whether that be obstruction of justice, suborning perjury, or false statements under 

oath – is a Congressional duty.  

The Special Counsel’s Report [Vol. 2, p. 2] states: 

“Congress has authority to prohibit a President’s corrupt use of his authority in order to protect 

the integrity of the administration of justice.” 

And, on the same page: 

“The conclusion that Congress may apply the obstruction laws to the President’s corrupt 

exercise of the powers of the office accords with our constitutional system of checks and 

balances and the principle that no person is above the law.” 

The Special Counsel’s Report explains how and why Congress would make the determination on the 

President’s obstruction of justice [Vol. 2, p. 170]: 

“Under OLC’s analysis, Congress can permissibly criminalize certain obstructive conduct by the 

President.”  

The aforementioned OLC Memo states:  

“Only the House of Representatives has the authority to bring charges of criminal misconduct 

through impeachment.”  

In all of this, Donald J. Trump has undermined the integrity of his office, has brought disrepute on the 

Presidency, has betrayed his trust as President and has acted in a manner subversive of the rule of law 

and justice, to the manifest injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment, trial, and removal from office. 

Article 3: Contempt of Congress 
In his conduct of the office of President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, contrary to his oath 

faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, preserve, 

protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional duty to 

take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has failed without lawful cause or excuse to produce 

papers and things as directed by duly authorized subpoenas issued by the Committees on the Judiciary; 

Financial Services; and Oversight and Reform of the House of Representatives on April 12, 2019; April 

15, 2019; April 19, 2019; and May 8, 2019, and has willfully disobeyed such subpoenas. The subpoenaed 

papers and things were deemed necessary by the Committees in order to resolve by direct evidence 

fundamental, factual questions relating to Presidential direction, knowledge, or approval of actions 

demonstrated by other evidence to be criminal, corrupt, and/or substantial grounds for impeachment of 

the President. In refusing to produce these papers and things, Donald J. Trump, substituting his 

judgment as to what materials were necessary for the inquiry, interposed the powers of the Presidency 

against the lawful subpoenas of the House of Representatives, thereby assuming to himself functions 

and judgments necessary to the exercise of the sole power of impeachment vested by the Constitution 

in the House of Representatives. 
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In all of this, Donald J. Trump has acted in a manner contrary to his trust as President and subversive of 

constitutional government, to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice, and to the manifest 

injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment, trial, and removal from office. 

Article 4: Abuse of Power 
Using the powers of the office of President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, in violation of his 

constitutional oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of 

his ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in disregard of his 

constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has repeatedly engaged in conduct 

violating the constitutional rights of citizens, impairing the due and proper administration of justice and 

the conduct of lawful inquiries, or contravening the laws governing agencies of the executive branch and 

the purposed of these agencies. 

The Special Counsel’s Report states:  

“In early summer 2017, the President called Sessions at home and again asked him to reverse 

his recusal from the Russia investigation...In October 2017, the President met privately with 

Sessions in the Oval Office and asked him to ‘take [a] look’ at investigating Clinton. In December 

2017, shortly after Flynn pleaded guilty pursuant to a cooperation agreement, the President met 

with Sessions in the Oval Office and suggested, according to notes taken by a senior advisor, 

that if Sessions unrecused and took back supervision of the Russia investigation, he would be a 

‘hero.’” [Vol. 2, p. 5] 

By directing the Attorney General of the United States to investigate his former campaign opponent for 

purposed not authorized by law, and to cause, in violation of the constitutional rights of citizens; and for 

purposes unrelated to national security, the enforcement of laws, or any other lawful function of his 

office; Donald J. Trump has, acting personally and through his subordinates and agents, knowingly 

misused the executive power of his office. 

Donald J. Trump has failed to take care that the laws were faithfully executed by failing to act when he 

knew or had reason to know that his close subordinates endeavored to impede and frustrate lawful 

inquiries by duly-constituted executive, judicial and legislative entities concerning the Russia 

investigation. In disregard of the rule of law, he knowingly misused the executive power by interfering 

with agencies of the executive branch, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department of 

Justice, and the Central Intelligence Agency. 

In all of this, Donald J. Trump has acted in a manner contrary to his trust as President and subversive of 

constitutional government, to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice and to the manifest 

injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment, trial, and removal from office. 

Article 5: Campaign Finance Violations 
In his conduct while President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, in violation of his constitutional 

oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, 
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preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional 

duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, Donald J. Trump, his former lawyer Michael 

Cohen, and other Trump campaign officials violated federal campaign finance laws by orchestrating 

“hush payments” payments for the purpose of influencing the 2016 election, thereby failing to comply 

with federal campaign contribution limits and disclosure requirements.  

In August 2018, in a federal court, Michael Cohen, Donald J. Trump’s longtime lawyer, pleaded guilty to 

two campaign-finance violations connected to hush-money payments he arranged during the 2016 

campaign to two women who alleged affairs with Donald J. Trump, and implicated Donald J. Trump of 

having directed him to arrange the hush-money payments. In December 2018, federal prosecutors 

stated in a court filing that Michael Cohen had done so at Donald J. Trump’s direction. Federal 

prosecutors have gathered and presented additional evidence of Donald J. Trump’s involvement in the 

scheme, including from testimony by David Pecker, the chief executive of American Media Inc., who 

worked with Michael Cohen to arrange the payments.  

In his conduct while President, Donald J. Trump personally signed a $35,000 check in the Oval Office of 

the White House reimbursing his former lawyer Michael Cohen for hush money payments to Stephanie 

Clifford and Karen McDougal in the run-up to the 2016 presidential general election to cover up his 

sexual activities. Donald J. Trump’s public lies about these matters exposed him to compromise, 

blackmail, and extortion by a brood of actors familiar with his affairs. 

In all of this, Donald J. Trump has acted in a manner contrary to his trust as President and subversive of 

constitutional government, to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice, and to the manifest 

injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment, trial, and removal from office. 

Article 6: Emoluments Violations 
In his conduct while President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, in violation of his constitutional 

oath faithfully to execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, 

preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States, and in violation of his constitutional 

duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, has exposed himself to compromise, blackmail, 

and extortion by foreign governments by perpetuating the appearance of impropriety with regards to 

the Foreign Emoluments Clause of the Constitution by taking gifts and/or payments from foreign 

governments without the approval of Congress through his various existing businesses, of which he did 

not divest himself upon becoming President. 

In his conduct while President, Donald J. Trump perpetuated this appearance of impropriety by vetoing 

resolutions duly-passed by both Houses of Congress to block arms sales to Saudi Arabia in July 2019 

after lobbyists representing the Saudi government reserved rooms at the Trump International Hotel in 

December 2016, which Donald J. Trump still owns, spending more than $270,000 for an estimated 500 

nights in three months. 

Ongoing litigation Richard Blumenthal, et al. v. Donald J. Trump, No. 1:17-cv-01154 (D.D.C. 2017) is 

pending before the United States District Court for the District of Columbia. On April 30th, 2019, Judge 

Sullivan ruled that the plaintiff members of Congress had standing to sue, that there was grounds for 

injunctive relief against the President, and that the relief sought was constitutional.  
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The lawsuit states: 

“Because Defendant has failed to come to Congress and seek consent before accepting foreign 

emoluments that have been confirmed through public reporting, it is impossible to know 

whether Defendant is accepting other foreign emoluments that have not yet been made public. 

Indeed, through his personal attorney, Defendant has indicated that he does not believe the 

Constitution requires him to seek or obtain Congress’s consent before accepting benefits arising 

out of exchanges between foreign states and his businesses.” 

The Constitution forbids the President to receive gifts or “emoluments” while in office, whether from 

foreign or domestic sources. Foreign emoluments are forbid by Article I, Section 9, Clause 8 of the 

Constitution, which reads: “No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person 

holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of 

any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.” 

Additionally, domestic emoluments are forbid by Article II, Section 1, Clause 7 of the Constitution, which 

reads: “The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither 

be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not 

receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them.” 

At the Virginia ratifying convention in 1788, Edmund Randolph remarked that the emoluments clause 

protected the country against the danger of “the President receiving Emoluments from foreign powers” 

and asserted that a president who violates the clause “may be impeached.” 

In all of this, Donald J. Trump has acted in a manner contrary to his trust as President and subversive of 

constitutional government, to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice, and to the manifest 

injury of the people of the United States. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment, trial, and removal from office. 

Article 7: Compromise and Cover-up 
During the 2016 presidential campaign and subsequent to his election, Donald J. Trump, using the 

powers of the office of President of the United States, violated his constitutional oath to faithfully 

execute the office of President of the United States and, to the best of his ability, preserve, protect, and 

defend the Constitution of the United States by exposing himself to compromise, blackmail, and 

extortion by foreign governments with false statements regarding his foreign business deals; aided and 

abetted, through aides and allies, the theft and distribution of hacked emails of Democratic Party 

officials, committed by Russian intelligence assets, by encouraging WikiLeaks to publish the messages 

when they would be of maximum political benefit to then-candidate Donald J. Trump; and impaired the 

due and proper administration of justice and the conduct of lawful inquiries of these activities. 

As stated in the Special Counsel’s Report, this conduct has included one or more of the following: 

 Donald J. Trump and his campaign “were receptive” to “Russian offers of assistance” as the 

campaign believed “it would benefit electorally from information stolen and released through 

Russian efforts.”  

 Donald J. Trump and his campaign welcomed and encouraged Russian interference. 
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 The Trump campaign planned a “press strategy, communications campaign, and messaging” 

based on Russian interference. 

 Donald J. Trump and his campaign lied to the American public – and in some cases, under oath – 

to cover up their activities in support of Russian interference. 

Trump and numerous members of his campaign staff exposed themselves to compromise, blackmail, 

and extortion by foreign governments by lying about their foreign business dealings. As a candidate, 

Donald J. Trump falsely told the American people: 

 “I have nothing to do with Russia” and “I have zero investments in Russia” in July 2016; 

 “I know nothing about Russia … I don’t deal there” in an October 2016 debate; and 

 “I have nothing to do with Russia, folks” in an October 2016 campaign rally. 

In truth and in fact, Donald J. Trump pursued business ventures in Russia since 1987, and was involved in 

the Trump Organization’s pursuit of a Trump Tower Moscow between “at least 2013 and 2016.” This 

venture notoriously began with the Crocus Group after the 2013 Miss Universe Pageant in Moscow. The 

Special Counsel Report states the Trump Organization pursued another Trump Tower Moscow venture 

in 2015-2016.  

Simultaneously, Donald J. Trump, as a presidential candidate, made statements publicly inviting foreign 

adversaries to interfere in the 2016 election. Subsequent to the release of the Special Counsel’s Report, 

he has made statements that he would again accept election assistance from a foreign government. 

Special Counsel Robert Mueller affirmed in his testimony before the House Intelligence Committee on 

July 24, 2019 that knowingly accepting such assistance, under the circumstances, is a crime.  

Hence, Donald J. Trump has attested to his willfulness to continually violate the nation’s laws; professed 

his corrupt intentions ahead of the 2020 presidential election; and exposed himself to compromise, 

blackmail, and extortion by foreign governments. 

In all of this, Donald J. Trump has undermined the integrity of his office; has brought disrepute on the 

Presidency; has betrayed his trust as President; and has acted in a manner subversive of the rule of law 

and justice, to the manifest injury of the people of the United States; and, therefore, can no longer be 

trusted to perform the duties of his office. 

Wherefore, Donald J. Trump, by such conduct, warrants impeachment trial, removal from office, and 

disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States; and the 

ongoing counterintelligence investigations conducted by Federal Bureau of Intelligence and the 

Congress are warranted and shall be permitted to continue subsequent to his impeachment, trial, and 

removal from office. 

 

 


